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1. THE RESPONSE TO THE LATEST ULTAMATUM OF THE RED BRIGADES(RB) 
WAS IMMEDIATE AND UNIFORM. CONFRONTED WITH THE APRIL 24 DEMAND 
THAT 13 JAILED TERRORISTS BE RELEASED IMMEDIATELY IN EXCHANGE EOR 
MORO'SHWIFE, THE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICAL PARTIES UNANIAMOUSLY 
REJECTED AS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE ANY SUCH EXCHANGE. IN ORDER TO 
UNDERLINE THEIR RESOLVE, BOTH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC (DC) PARTY 
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AND THE GOVERNMENT DECLINED TO CONVENE EMERGENCY MEETINGS. POLITICAL 
LEADERS AND GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN ALIKE SAID THAT THE RB 
REJECTION OE "HUMANITARIAN NEGOTIATIONS" EOR MORO'S RELEASE MEANT 
THAT THERE WAS NOTHING MORE TO DISCUSS. 

2. ALTHOUGH THE COUNCIL OE MINISTERS WAS NOT CONVENED, 

THE GOVERNMENT EOUND IT NECESSARY TO PROVIDE A EORMAL REPLY TO 
THE LATEST TERRORIST DEMAND. THIS IT DID IN THE FORM OF A BRIEF 
STATMENT RELEASED AT THE CONCLUSION OE A MEETING OF THE INTER- 
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE FOR SECURITY (CEEIS) WHICH PRIME MINISTER 
ANDREOTTI CHAIRED. THE GOVERNMENT STATEMENT ASSERTED THAT THE 
KIDNAPPERS HAD YET TO SHOW ANY REAL INTENTION TO NEGOTIATE MORO'S 
RELEASE, NOTING THAT THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ENGAGING IN A 
PRISONER EXCHANGE WAS WELL KNOWN. THE STATEMENT CONCLUDED THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION EULLY CONFORMED TO THAT EXPRESSED BY 
PARLIAMENT. 

3. WITH THE EXCEPTION OP LOTTA CONTINUA, A FAR-LEFT GROUP WHICH 
HAS ARGUED IN FOAVOR OF A PRISONER EXCHANGE, THE GOVERNMENT'S 
POSITION IS SUPPORTED BY THE ENTIRE POLITICAL SPECTUM-FROM 
THE EXTREME-LEFT PDUP TO THE NEO-FASCIST MSI. AS EVIDENCED BY 
L'UNITA, THE COMMUNISTS REGARD THE LATEST RB MESSAGE AS HAVING 
SIGNED MORO'S DEATH WARRENT AND CALLED ON THE "MASSES" TO 
CELEBRATE THE APRIL 25 LIBERATION DAY HOLIDAY BY REFUTING 
"THE NEW FASCISM". 
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4. LATE ON APRIL 24, A NEW AND EMOTIONALLY CHARGED 
HANDWRITTEN LETTER FROM MORO WAS RECEIVED BY A ROME EVENING 
NEWSPAPER. JUDGED TO AUTHENTIC, THE LETTER IS ADDRESSED TO PARTY 
SECRETARY ZACCAGNINI. IN IT, MORO STATES THAT "WE ARE ALMOST AT 
THE LAST HOUR, SECONDS RATHER 

THAN MINUTES REMAIN IN THE COUNTDOWN. WE ARE AT THE MOMENT OF 
THE SLAUGHTER." IMPLORING ZACCAGNINI AND DC LEADERS TO 
ENGAGE IN AN ACT OF COURAGE, MORO APPEALS FOR HIS LIFE IN TERMS 
THAT BOTH THE DC JOURNAL POPOLO AND PCI'S L'UNITA DESCRIBED 
AS OBVIOUSLY "EXTORTED." MORO STATES THAT "NO POLITICAL 
OR MORAL REASONING" CAN MAKE HIM ACCEPT THAT DCS "UNFAIR 
AND UNGRATEFUL SENTENCE;" HE WILL NOT ABSOLVE AND WILL NOT 
JUSTIFY ANYONE. HE CONCLUDES BY ASKING THAT NO GOVERNMENT OR 
PARTY OFFICES ATTEND HIS FUNERAL ( "FOR REASONS OF EVIDENT 
IMCOPATIBILITY") SINCE HE WISHES "TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE FEW 
PERSONS WHO TRULEY CARED FOR ME AND ARE THEREBY WORTHY TO 
ACCOMPY ME WITH THEIR LOVE AND PRAYERS." WHILE MORO'S LATEST 
MESSAGE MUST CERTAINLY HAVE HAD A CRUSHING EFFECT ON DC LEADERS, 

PARTY OFFICIALS APPEARHNIFIED IN THEIR DECISION NOT TO 
ENGAGE IN A PRISONER EXCHANGE.GARNDER 
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